
 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1:  

• Check the “Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Landscape Mapping” layer on the City’s online mapping tool.  
• Establish whether the site/s are affected by “known” or “predictive” Aboriginal cultural heritage (ACH), 

or whether they are “unmapped”. 

Note: If both “known” and “predictive” ACH affect a site, follow the process below for “known” ACH. 

 

Step 2:  

For a site affected by “known” Aboriginal cultural heritage: 
Follow the process outlined in Section 3.3.3 (pages 30-31) of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan (see summary flowchart on page 3 of this information sheet which outlines key 
steps to be followed). 

In summary, the Development Application needs to include:  

 a “basic” (free) search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 
(example provided in Attachment 1). Note: 
 choose a 200m buffer for smaller proposals e.g. single urban block or the like; or 
 Choose a 1000m (one kilometre) buffer for larger proposals e.g. greenfield subdivision etc 

 an “extensive” AHIMS search (only if ACH is identified in the basic AHIMS search) Note: this search 
is not free, 

 a search of “additional” heritage databases” #, 
 correspondence from the Coffs Harbour and District Local Aboriginal Land Council (Land Council) 

following their assessment of the proposal – see flowchart on page 3 of this information sheet, and 
  (if required by the Land Council), an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report, prepared by an 

Archaeologist or Aboriginal cultural heritage expert. 

 
 
 

# A search of “additional heritage databases” can be performed by a single search of the  
“State Heritage Inventory”, which includes records of sites contained within: 

 the State Heritage Register;  
 the Australian Heritage Database; and  
 Schedule 5 of Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
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https://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/Building-and-planning/Online-mapping-tool
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/att1-achmp-v11-july-2024_post_exhibition-complete.pdf
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/att1-achmp-v11-july-2024_post_exhibition-complete.pdf
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory
https://coffsharbourlalc.com.au/
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory


 

 

 

 

 

 

For a site affected by “predictive” Aboriginal cultural heritage: 
Follow the process outlined in Section 3.3.6 (page 43) of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management 
Plan (see flowchart on page 4 of this information sheet which outlines key steps to be followed). 

In summary, the Development Application needs to include:  

 a basic AHIMS search (example provided in Attachment 1),  
 an extensive AHIMS search (only if ACH is identified in the basic AHIMS search, and if this is the 

case, then the above process for “known” ACH is to be followed), 
 a search of “additional” heritage databases” #, 
 if no sites are identified by the AHIMS/additional database searches, the DA will require 

documentation demonstrating that a self-assessment of the development using the Risk Matrix 
contained on page 45 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan has been undertaken 
(example provided in Attachment 2): 
 if the self-assessment reveals that the proposed development is a “low risk”, follow the Due 

Diligence Code of Practice and document all steps taken within the Development Application 
(example provided in Attachment 2), or 

 if the self-assessment reveals that the proposed development is a “medium/high risk”, follow 
the above process for “known” ACH. 

 

For an “unmapped” site (not affected by either “known” or “predictive” ACH): 

The Development Application needs to include:  

 a basic AHIMS search (example provided in Attachment 1),  
 an extensive AHIMS search (only if ACH is identified in the basic AHIMS search, and if this is the 

case, follow the above process for “known” ACH), 
 a search of “additional” heritage databases” #, 
 if no sites are identified by the AHIMS/additional database searches, follow the Due Diligence Code 

of Practice and document all steps taken within the Development Application (example provided in 
Attachment 2). 

 
 

# A search of “additional heritage databases” can be performed by a single search of the  
“State Heritage Inventory”, which includes records of sites contained within: 

 the State Heritage Register;  
 the Australian Heritage Database; and  
 Schedule 5 of Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2013. Page 2 

http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/att1-achmp-v11-july-2024_post_exhibition-complete.pdf
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/att1-achmp-v11-july-2024_post_exhibition-complete.pdf
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/att1-achmp-v11-july-2024_post_exhibition-complete.pdf
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/aboriginal-heritage-information-management-system#search-aboriginal-sites-for-due-diligence
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory
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Key steps for ‘Known’ Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 



  

Page 4 

Key steps for ‘Predictive’ Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 



ATTACHMENT 1: EXAMPLE OF A (BASIC) AHIMS SEARCH: 

  



ATTACHMENT 2 – EXAMPLE DOCUMENTATION FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS:  

 

 

 

  

Note: the following 2 examples are only suitable for the following proposals: 

 development on land that contains ‘predictive’ Aboriginal cultural heritage on the Coffs Harbour 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Map where the proposed development has been assessed as ‘low risk’ when 
assessed against the matrix shown in Figure 8 of the Management Plan (see Section 3.3.6 of the 
Management Plan); or 

 development on land that is ‘unmapped’ on the Coff Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Map (see 
section 3.3.7 of the Management Plan). 

Example No. 1 - Predictive Aboriginal Cultural Heritage - Assessed as ‘Low Risk’ 
against the Risk Matrix (See Figure 8 in Section 3.3.6 of the Management Plan) 

Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2013 – relevant requirements 
Clause 5.10 Heritage Conservation 

5.10(1) Objectives The objectives of this clause are as follows— 

(a)  to conserve the environmental heritage of Coffs Harbour, 
(b)  to conserve the heritage significance of heritage items and heritage conservation areas, 

including associated fabric, settings and views, 
(c)  to conserve archaeological sites, 
(d)  to conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance. 

5.10(8) Aboriginal places of heritage significance The consent authority must, before granting 
consent under this clause to the carrying out of development in an Aboriginal place of heritage 
significance— 

(a)  consider the effect of the proposed development on the heritage significance of the place and 
any Aboriginal object known or reasonably likely to be located at the place by means of an 
adequate investigation and assessment (which may involve consideration of a heritage impact 
statement), and 

(b)  notify the local Aboriginal communities, in writing or in such other manner as may be 
appropriate, about the application and take into consideration any response received within 28 
days after the notice is sent. 

Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2015 – relevant requirements 
Chapter F2 Heritage Conservation  

F2.1 Cultural Heritage Requirements 

Objectives 

• To conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance. 
• To minimise impacts of development on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Requirements 

1. Development applications for development and subdivision proposals are to be accompanied 
by sufficient information in relation to Aboriginal cultural heritage, as required by Section 3.3 of 
the Coffs Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan. 

2. Wherever practicable, heritage values should be protected in situ and managed appropriately 
in consultation with the local Aboriginal community. 

 



 

  

Assessment Documentation: 
The subject land is mapped as ‘predictive’ Aboriginal cultural heritage on the Coffs Harbour 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Map. The process identified in Section 3.3.6 of the Coffs Harbour 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan for ‘predictive’ Aboriginal cultural heritage has been 
followed for the purposes of this development application.  

A basic search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System has been undertaken, as 
well as a search of the Australian Heritage Database, State Heritage Register, State Heritage Inventory, 
and Schedule 5 of Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2013.  

The results of these searches did not identify any Aboriginal places of heritage significance or 
Aboriginal object (see Attachments x to x). 

The proposed development has been assessed as low risk based on the following outcomes of the 
assessment of the matrix provided in Figure 8 of the Coffs Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan: 

• Existing Site Environment = [Insert Assessment Outcome Here] 

• Risk of Disturbance = [Insert Assessment Outcome Here] 

The Due Diligence Code of Practice for Protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010b) has 
also been followed for the proposed development.  

Based on this assessment, the proposed development is consistent with the objectives of both: (i) 
Clause 5.10 of Coffs Harbour LEP 2013; and (ii) Control F2.1 of Coff Harbour Development Control Plan 
2015, which seek to conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance and 
minimise impacts of development on Aboriginal cultural heritage. It is unlikely that the proposed 
development would affect the heritage significance of a place or Aboriginal object due to the low risk 
of such heritage being located on the land. In accordance with Section 3.3.6 of the Coffs Harbour 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan, further investigation through a heritage 
investigation/assessment is not required. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EXAMPLE NO. 2 – LAND NOT MAPPED ON THE COFFS HARBOUR  
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE MAP 

Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2013 – relevant requirements 
Clause 5.10 Heritage Conservation 

5.10(1) Objectives The objectives of this clause are as follows— 

(a)  to conserve the environmental heritage of Coffs Harbour, 

(b)  to conserve the heritage significance of heritage items and heritage conservation areas, 
including associated fabric, settings and views, 

(c)  to conserve archaeological sites, 

(d)  to conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance. 

5.10(8) Aboriginal places of heritage significance The consent authority must, before granting 
consent under this clause to the carrying out of development in an Aboriginal place of heritage 
significance— 

(a)  consider the effect of the proposed development on the heritage significance of the place and 
any Aboriginal object known or reasonably likely to be located at the place by means of an 
adequate investigation and assessment (which may involve consideration of a heritage impact 
statement), and 

(b)  notify the local Aboriginal communities, in writing or in such other manner as may be 
appropriate, about the application and take into consideration any response received within 28 
days after the notice is sent. 

Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2015 – relevant requirements 
Chapter F2 Heritage Conservation  

F2.1 Cultural Heritage Requirements 

Objectives 

• To conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance. 

• To minimise impacts of development on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Requirements 

3. Development applications for development and subdivision proposals are to be accompanied 
by sufficient information in relation to Aboriginal cultural heritage, as required by Section 3.3 of 
the Coffs Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan. 

4. Wherever practicable, heritage values should be protected in situ and managed appropriately 
in consultation with the local Aboriginal community. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Documentation: 
The subject land is not mapped on the Coffs Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Map. The 
process identified in Section 3.3.8 of the Coffs Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
for ‘unmapped’ Aboriginal cultural heritage has been followed for the purposes of this development 
application.  

A basic search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System has been undertaken, as 
well as a search of the Australian Heritage Database, State Heritage Register, State Heritage Inventory, 
and Schedule 5 of Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2013.  

The results of these searches did not identify any Aboriginal places of heritage significance or 
Aboriginal objects (see Attachments x to x). 

The Due Diligence Code of Practice for Protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010b) has 
also been followed for the proposed development.  

Based on this assessment, the proposed development is consistent with the objectives of both: (i) 
Clause 5.10 of Coffs Harbour LEP 2013; and (ii) Control F2.1 of Coff Harbour Development Control Plan 
2015, which seek to conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance and 
minimise impacts of development on Aboriginal cultural heritage. It is unlikely that the proposed 
development would affect the heritage significance of a place or Aboriginal object due to the unlikely 
occurrence such heritage being located on the land. In accordance with Section 3.3.8 of the Coffs 
Harbour Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan, further investigation through a heritage 
investigation/assessment is not required. 


